







PROCEEDINGS 


TWENTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY 






OF THE 


Osford Waptist Association 






HELD WITH 


PILGRIM’S REST BAPTIST CHURCH, 
PANOLA CO., MISS. 






Thursday, Friday and Saturday, before the Second Sunday in September, 







OFFICERS: 
E... W, BARTON, MODEKATOR, Water Valley, Miss. 

‘ » R. WHITTEN, CLERK, Alesville, Miss. 
E. ( 


» LEIGH, treast KER, Courtland, Miss. 






ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Call for Petitionary Letters. 


Receive Corresponding Messengers. 


Receive reports of Messengers to corresponding bodies. 


Appoint a Finance Committee. 

Receive report of Executive Board. 
Receive reports of Standing Committees. 
Receive Treasurer's Report. 

Receive report of Finance Committee, 
Appoint Standing Committees. 

Appoint a place for next meeting. 
Appoint a Brother to preach Introductory Sermon. 
Miscellaneous Business and Resolutions. 
Call and correct the roll. 

Adjourn. 
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E. G. Leigh ..... sa'on dumoisddeseuds veut oceavehecad ioatedecee' seen Treasurer. 











FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
A. T. Bobo, B. F. Tatom, W. L. Hudson. 













EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


Loca, Mempers—Z. D. Jennings, W. 8. Chapman, J. P. Boyds. 
ton, R. H. Mitchell, E. W. Barton. 














H. L. Johnston, I. H. Lowry, T. A. Tubbs, 

8. R. Whitten, J. D. Hill, T. A. Hale, 

R. W. Draper, W. M. Vanderberg, J. T. Birdsong, 
E. L. Wesson,’ Thomas Winter, J. L. Sisk, 

G. W. Gardner, P. H. Lowrey, J. M. Barkhalter, 
J. W. Higginbotham, J. D. Woodruff, J.A. Lee, 







OFFICERS OF BOARD. 
Rev. H. L. Johnston, President. ........ Ss aaeere -Water Valley, Miss. 


Rev. G. W. Gardner, Treasurer ...........cccccccccceces.. Oxford, Miss. 
8. R. Whitten, Clerk 







edb Se scnes. Ueusntescdddceeevesdedes gc Alesville, Mias. 







ee S8besvdve aces)’ adeavbs dcowede escesecasenscoad Courtland, Miss. 










y ER snnaisethissGadevenk, saendessiahateaeiicavace: University, Miss. 
G. W. Hollowell....... oo leeeccccccesesesecccce Wallace, Miss. 
H. L. Johnston.....ceceee cece cesececsescccc.,., Water Valley, Miss. 

' . 
M.G. Leatherwood ....ecscseeeccceees socesechcccccceseessccec, Pope, Miss. 
H. We BNO. c3 cs escenisaxcsoicasievenadheetsaias Harrison, Miss. 
E. D. BND siccelssiect ns Sa Walesean, Shésex istesta Harrison, Miss. 
De W, Garinits coat sscsasenssentestseccetassesacctencc, cc: Oxford, Miss. 
E. Ws WIN species sidedenr aiiceei te, Water Valley, Miss. 
W. DL. Hude0o os eeececcccsee Water Valley, Miss. 
Themes Winters... cecciceis. suisse. Oxford, Miss, 






L. W. Mett a 






bidedcncvsetatvoacesecs stttercsereceeeeesseesessee/Oxford, Miss, 
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LICENTIATES. 


C. L. Anderson .......... Water Valley, Miss. 
J. W. Gillon -sssoeeesWater Valley, Miss. 
a Be MAMUEY odes Seccszazstasceces: Harrison, Miss. 


NEXT MEETING. 
PLace—Batesville, Miss., M. & T. R. R ' 


Tre—Thursday before second Sunday in September, 1891. 
Inrropucrory Sermon—G. W. Gardner, Alt. E. L." Wesson. 
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mbeér, 1891. 


. E. L.* Wesson. 


MINUTES. 


Piterim’s Rest, Miss., Sept. 11, 1890. 
The Oxford Baptist Association met in its twenty-first 
session. Introductory Sermon by appointee, Rev. H. W. 
Rockett, from Matt. 28, 20. Prayer by Rev. E. W. 


Spencer, Association called to order by the former Mod- 


erator, }. W. Higginbotham. 

Brethren J. A. Lee and J. W. Gillon were appointed 
Reading Clerks. 

After reading the letters, on motion adjourned. Bene- 
diction by Rev. H. L. Finley. 

LIST OF DELEGATES. 

Antioca-—D. A. Burnett, T. Ac Tubbs, A. P. Turner. 

Batrsvitte—A. T. Bobo, W. W. Dickens. 

Betuaxy—Rev. H.. W. Rockett, I. H. Lowry, W. J. 
Gowan. 

Bie Sprinas—Rev. H. L. Johnston, P. P. Pitts, D. G. 
Thomas. : 

Ciear Creek—Rev. W. I. Hargis, I. H. McElroy, 
R. Whitten, J. W. Jones, R. H. McElroy. 

Concorp—J. W. Higginbotham, J. W. Stogrer, B. F. 
Tatom, J. D. Williams. 

CourtLanp—Kev. J. A. Lee, E. Y. Leigh, J. B. Wynne. 

Goop Hope—Rey. ©. L. Anderson, D. E. Hollman, J. A. 
Woodruff, J. D, Woodruff, E. M.. Thornton. 

Liserty Hit—T. M. Tyler, J. F. Hill, W. H. Tyler. 

Mr. Giteap—Rev. W. L. Hudson, E. W. Barton. 

Mr. Piscau—J. M. Burkhalter, W. T. Willsbire. 

Oxrorp—Kev. G. W. Gardner, J. F. Jackson, Lan- 
drum P. Leavell. 

Piarim’s. Rest—Rev, G. W. Hollowell, L. C. Pollard, 
J. R. Jones, W. M. Vanderberg. 

Pope—Rev. J. A. Lee, Mon. Randolph. E 

SPRINGPORT—G, T. Birdsong, Robt. Wallace. 

Water V ALLEY—Rev, E. L. Wesson, Rev. JW. Gillon. 


DB 



























i aeeereeteeeeneieeeiemmmeeen 










> 


6 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Resumed by singing “Savior, more than life to me,” 
and prayer by Rev. H. L. Johnston. On motion Associa- 
tion went into election of officers. 

Brethren E. W. Spencer and H. L. Finley were ap- 
pointed to act as tellers, and announced the reaults of the 
election as follows: E. W. Barton, Moderator; 8. K. 
Whitten, Clerk; E. G. Leigh, Treasurer. 

Bro. Higginbotham made some appropriate gemarks 
upon retiring, and condacted the newly elected Moderator 
to the chair, who accepted with appropriate remarks. 


The Clerk and Treasurer expressed their appreciation 


of the renewed evidence of the confidence of the Aasocia- 
tion. 

Petitionary letters were presented from Oxford, Bates- 
ville and Mt. Pisgah charches, and all were unanimously 
received. = 

On motion W. W. Dickens, John Woodruff, the pastor 
and deacons of this church, were appointed a Committee 
on Devotional Exercises. 

Rev. H. L. Finley was received as Corresponding Mes- 
senger from Tippah Association, and Kev. E. W. Spencer 
from Coldwater Association. Rev. W. L Hargis reported 
having attended the Tennessee Convention, also our own 
State Convention. He reported the Tennessee Conven- 
tion in good working order. 

Rev. G. W. Hollowell reported a pleasant meeting of 
the Coldwater Association. Rev. H. L. Johnston reported 
from Calhoun Association. 

On motion Brethren A. T. Bobo, B. F. Tatom and W. 
L. Hudson were appointed as a Committee on Finance. 
In absence of Committee on Foreign Missions Rev. G. W. 
Gardner aud W. W. Dickens were appointed, and report 
set for 9 o’clock a.m. Saturday. 

On motion the report on State Missions is to immedi- 
tely follow report on Foreigu Missions. 

On motion the order of business shall be to meet at 9 
o'clock a.m., adjourn at 12 m., meet at 2 p.m., adjourn at 
pleasure. 
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Report on Education read by Rev. W. I. Hargis. 
GENERAL EDUCATION, 

General education has reference to the education of the masses. Every 
thinking person will at once recognize the necessity of educating the masses. 
It makes them better citizens. A more intelligent vote can be cast, and bet- 
ter men will be elected to office. The necessity of a more general education 
if the masses is apparent from the fact that one of the leading questions of 
the day in our own State is, ‘* How shall we get rid of the political strife 
a result of the enfranchisement of several millions of ignorant people?"’ A 
more general education of the masses would aid materially in solving many 
political and social troubles now agitating the public mind, and threatening 
the disruption of both the political and social fabrics. ‘ 

The ignorant voters are massed by designing politicians against the best 
nterests of the people, and often in opposition to every principle of right. 

Morality suffers in consequence. Religious progress is hindered. — Evils 
are thrust upon communities and are continued often by this very class of 
people ' 

lhe saloon has in them its most faithful allies and strongest supporters, 

Upon the twin sisters, ignorance and superstition. the Romish Church 
was founded, and its existence perpetuated. Upon this same stepping-stone 
she hopes to rise to political supremacy in our own country. She is educat- 
ing all who can be enticed into her Parochial Schools, not so much in the 
sciences and literature, and not at all in God's word, but in the tenets and 
loctrines of Romanism. 

A more general education of the masses is the most potent weapon that 
could be used against the insidious machinations of Rome, the devilish 
schemes of the Kum Power, and the wily handiwork of the suave politician, 
But, let us remember that pe oe stra means more than mere book knowledge 
or college training. These alone will not suffiée. For many of the most 
consummate villains and enemies of the public good have upon them the 
stamp of a college training. 

To the Christian, education means a leading forth of all the better qualities 
of one’s being and a training of these for the highest good in this life and God’s 
glory in eternity. 

To this end Christian effort should be directed. A school in which this fact 
's not recognized, and the religion of God does not form a part of the curric- 
ulum, cannot justly command the patronage of aChristian people. Baptists 
should demand even more than this. Believing that they hold the truth as 
itis in Jesus, and revealed in God’s word, they should see to it that no doc- 
trine is inculcated in the schools they patronize, contrary to the truth, 

In the matter of education, Baptists are not behind any. Indeed, they 
have the only strictly denominational school of much note in Mississippi. I 
mean Mississippi College. There are many other schools, bath male and 
female, in the State, under Baptist control. 

Notably among these I would mention Blue Mountain Female Collfge— 
thought by some of its ardent admirers to be the coming Vassar of the South, 
Central Female Institute, Lexington Normal College, Warren Female In- 
stitute, Starkville Female College, Lea Female College, Blue Mountain Male 
Academy, Shuqulak Female College, Mississippi State Normal College and 
Clear “reek Normal College. ° The Baptist Theological Seminary of Louis- 
ville, Ky., is equal if not superior to any institution of its kind in the world. 

In point of education Baptists are in the front ranks, and though the 
et of ignorance may, in the past, have justly attached)to them, it is no 
Onger a deserved reproach. No ministry has stronger men than the Baptist 
ie tac No nae eminent teachers are to be found than many of our Bap- 
then in the b More able editors or Scholarly authors are not to be found 
sine lod —— journalistic fraternity, or in the ranks of Baptist writers, 

Shall w "g papers and works of theology clearly show. 

awe educate? Weare educating ; but let us educate more and better. 
W. I. HARGIS, Com. 
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Discussion opened by Bro. Hargis. He suys: “ We The ti 
should not patronize schools where Christianity is not Sehiog Ii 
prime factor. The Baptist ministry is the best educated or 
ministry in the State.” teaining 


Bro. Gardner says: “In our strides for education we pac 
should not forget our dependence on God. We should be sity of gi 
taught of God.” oe 
Bro. E. L. Wesson says: “ Next to the grace of God Diffe 
we need better education.” Relatic 
By request Brethren C. L. Anderson and J. W. Gillon L. Wes 
told something of what Mississippi College is doing for on the 
them. Bro. Gillon says: “ Mississippi College is the and Le 
greatest power in the hands of the Baptists for doing good, On ¢ 
avd for advancing the Gospel.” of our 
Bro. Rockett says: “According to our fuagilities, the as to L 
Baptists are ahead in point of education. We should turn are mu 
our attention to the mental training of our children.” Finley, 
Bro. J. A. Lee says: * Look to the fireside training. Moders 
Neighborbood schools and the colleges will sustain them- A my 


selves.” carried 


Committee on Devotional Exercises reported that Rev. 
E. W. Spencer will preach Friday at 11 o’clock. Dismissed 
by Bro. Rockett. E. W. BARTON) Moderator. 

S. R. Warrren, Clerk. 


SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Prayer by Rev. H. L. Finley. Minutes of yesterday 
read and approved. 


> 


‘he regular order of business being taken up, 8. K. 
Whitten read report on Sunday-schools. 


REPORT ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, Liberty 
In making this report on Sunday-schools we are glad to denote the p* Mt. Gilel 
gress we are making along this line. The time was when Sunday-scho Pope—I 
were thought to be rivht good things—no particular objection to havi! a 
them in our churches It was taken for granted that some few fanat The 
ong the women would as weil exercise in this way as any other, but n 
note the pride with which our churches report their Sunday-schools. 
not ** Shall we have a Sunday-school?” but ‘* How shall we conduct 1 | Antioch} 
the best advantage?" A minute of this Association published ten years ag Bethany 
is silent as to the name Sunday-school._ Now we have reported over 4° " 


. Big Spr 
stadents in regular attendance, and money raised therefrom nos less than QC C 
$200, 00. 2 ear 


report : 
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when spelling books and primers were used for young chil- 
dren in our Sunday-schools. Now we have two of the grandest societies pub- 
lishing literature for our children. Our State Convention is even fostering 
The Sunday-school influence, like the home in- 


The time was v 


Sunday-scho institutes. 

fluence. so sa 1 because of its importance, is the best and quickest way of 
taining r young for active Church work. They, like David, have to ge 
to the house of God. They love the study of the Bible and are familiwizing 


themselves with God's blessed Word. They are having inculcated the neces- 
sity of giving. and thus the mission spirit grows. Brethren, it is God’s work 
and wé should delight ourselves in it. S. R. WHITTEN. 

Different phases of the subject, Home Influence, Chareh 
Relations, Officers, Hindrances, etc., discussed first by E. 
L. Wesson, who says, ** The Sunday-school is dependent 
on the home training for its effectual work.” Bros. Finley 
and Lee further discussed the subject. 

On Church Relations, Bro. Spencer says: “ The tendency 
of our Sunday-schools is to be independent, as to Officers, 
as to Literature, as to Finances—a great error the Baptists 
are making.” Discussed further by 8S. R. Whitten, H. L. 
Finley, J.|A. Lee. With E. L. Wesson in the chair, the 
Moderator made a short talk. Report adopted. 

A motion to-have a report on Ministerial Education, 
carried; and E. L. Wesson aud J. W. Gillon appointed a 
committee to report during this meeting. 

On motion, a committee was appointed consisting of a 
member from each church to apportion to the churches 
their pro rata of the $1000 apportioned to our Association 
by the Convention Board. Rev. H. W. Rockett was made 
chairman of the following committee : 

Antioch—A. P. Turner. Pilgrim’s Rest—G. W. Hollowell. 
Bethany—I. H. Lowrey. Springport—G. T. Birdsong. 

Big Springs H. L. Johnston. Troy—Not represented. 

Clear C reek—S8. R. Whitten. . Water V alley—E. L. Wesson. 
Concord—J.W. Higginbotham. Yellow Leaf—T. H. Winter. 
Courtland- J. A. Lee. Yocona— R. H. Mitchell. 

Good Hy ope—J. D. Woodruff. Oxford—Jobn F. Jackson. 

—_ rty at lr. M. Tyler. Mt. Pisgah—J. M. Burkhalter. 

[t. Gilead—E. W. Barton. Batesville—W. W. Dickens. 
Pope—R a Randolph. 

'he committee retired and brought in the following 
report . 


Antioch, ....................8 10 00 Pilgrim’s Rest,............8 20 00 
Bethany... scsce 100 00 Springport,........... .. 10 00 
Big Springs... 0. 40 00 ‘Tray, ..-..ccccecsccecesees 


Clear C reek. Sekaeesins 150 00 Water Valley,............ 150 00 
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Coneord,. .................. $30 00 Yellow Leaf, . ........... $25 00 
Courtland, ............. .. 100 00 Yocona, 50 00 
Good Hope,............... 100 00 Oxford, sige dees ree 200 00 
Liberty Hill, + 12 00 Me. Piegah,................. 25 00 
Mt. Gilead, 25 00 Batesville, ccseeee! 100 00 
30 00 

On motion of H. W. Rockett notice is hereby given that 
the Association will be called upon to vote on Article & of 
the Constitution one year bence, with a view to expung- 
ing it. 

Adjourned for preaching. 

Dismissed by H. W. Rockett. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 2 P. M. 
The report of the Executive Board was read by the Sec- 


retary, 8. R. Whitten. 


By permission Bro. Gillon read a general statement of 
the work done this summer as Missionaries in this Associ- 
ation by himself and Bro. Anderson. 


Both report und statement were adopted and ordered 
published. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Deak BreTHren—In making this, our third annual report, we desire to 
bow in gratitude to the Giver ot all good for blessing us abundantly, thoug! 
in the beginning of our work we were much hindered. At our last annual 
meeting we elected Bro. H. L. Finley to do Missionary colportage work 
Bro. Finley resigned and we then elected Bro. H. L. Johnston. who likewise 
declined. By this time it was late and the financial crisis nade us cautiou 
as to how we ventured, and so at a meeting of the Board at Good Hope i 
March we secured the service of ou: good Bro. Hargis at a salary of $2.00 
per day of actual service. Bro. Hargis has made us a wise counsellor and a 
most excellent supply. He has done some efficient work at Spring Port 
Conner’s School-house, and other points. At a meeting of the Board at 
Water Valley in July we employed our young Brethren Gillon and Anderson 
two months at a salary of forty-five dollars each per month, These young 
men have been exceedingly faithful, and as far as we can learn have given 
good satisfaction. They have engaged in several meetings, in which fifty 
seven professed conversion. These young men have power with men, be- 
cause they have power with God. We can most heartily commend them to 

brotherhood as wor hy of their confidence, sympathy and support 
thren. we should keep them in school and employ them during the sum- 

r months in our field, and in this way we can help them to help themselves 
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rREASURER’S REPORT. 
Received from Water Valley Church 
Received from Pope 
Received from Bethany 
Received from Antioch 
Received from Pilgrim’s Rest 
Received from oncord i. 
Received from ‘ lear Creek.........0.-+ 
Received f m Mt Gilead 
Received from Yocona, 
ved from Vell w leaf. 

ived from Ce yurtland., ........+-- 
Received ft yood Hope 
Received from a iberty Hill. 
Received from Big Springs 
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S.'R. WHITTEN, Secretary. 


Paid to 
For Minutes... 
For Ministerial I ducation.. 


For H. L. Finley.. 
Total ....-s00e. 


Respe tfully submitted, 


REPORT OF MISSIONARY AND COLPORTAGE. 


Work by C. L. Anderson : 
No. Days of service 
No. Miles traveled 
No. Testaments donated 
No. Books sold.,... 
No. Tracts distributed 
No. Sermons preached 
No Addres sses delivered... 
No. Families visited.. 
No. Conversions in meetings hele i. 
No. Prayer meetings held 
No. Meetings held 
Amount of sales of books 
Received from Bro. Thornton for books left in his possession by Bro. 


Miles traveled 

Sermons preached. ..... 
o. Visit 

Family prayers held 

Meetings assisted in 


Meetings: 


Clear Creek... . ... 00. 
East Harbor 
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Amount of sales of Books 
Amount of sales of Tracts 


Total .... 


Testaments donated 
Number days served 


Association Missions: 


Concord Church 

Spring Port Church 

Water Valley Church 

Cash for Books from Bro. s 
Cash from Bro. FE. M. Thornton........ sien 
Books sold by Ww. I. Hargis 


Total....... 


By Express 
By Cash paid S. R Whitten 
By Cash paid W. I. Hargis 


Balance due W. I. Hargis...... 
To the Oxford Association 


' 

Dear BRerureN—We have made an itemized report to the Executive 
Board of our work as Missionaries of your Association. As you know, we 
apphed to your Board for work during the vacation, in view of the fact that 
we wished to be engaged in work for the Master, and at the same time 
secure the funds becessary to Carry us through the next session of Mississippi 
College. 

It was with thankful hearts that we acce 
otherwise we should probably have 
back to college. 

Under Divine guidance, and with the kindly sympathy and direction of 
the pastors and others, we were enabled to do apparently some acceptabli 
work for the Master and your Association. As to whether our work ha 
been crowned with as great success as you anticipated, we refer you to 
itemized reports. Certainly we had many manifestations of the Divin 
presence. God blessed the preaching of His Word and glorified Himself in 
the salvation of many souls, 

In regard to the ¢ olportage work, we have but a meager report to make 
Failing to receive the additional donation promised by the American Baptist 
Publication Society, we had onty such books as had already been culled ; a: 
owing to a great scarcity of money the work could not 
any degree of success. We found the people ready to receive the Gospel 
and would recommend that your future Miss onary follow up the work of 
this summer, especially at the points where there are no regular past 
Tndeed, Just at this time it oceurs to us that the preaching of the Gospel 
the work that is most needed. Praying God's blessing upon your future 
work, we are yours in Christian love, J. W. GILLON, 


C. L. ANDERSON 
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Concord—J. W. Higginbotham. Water Valley—E. L. Wesson. 
Courtland—J. A. Lee, Yellow Leaf—Thos. Winter. 
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Clear Creek—S. R. Whitten. Yocona—J._L. Sisk. 
Good Hope—J. D. Woodruff. Oxford—G. W. Gardner. 
Liberty Hill—J. D. Hill. Batesville—P. H. Lowrey. 
Mt. Gilead—T. A. Hale. Mt. Pisgah—J. M. Burkhalter. 

Bro. Hargis made a statement in reference to the neces- 
sities of Brethren Gillon and Anderson, and their support 
was referred to the Executive Board by the following reso- 
lution, offered by G. W. Gardner: 

“ Resolved, That the Executive Board be instructed to 
take into consideration the financial support of Brethren 
Anderson and Gillon while attending Mississippi College, 
and as far as practicable, keep them in necessary funds.” 

An announcement was made that Bro. W. L. Hudson 
will preach under the arbor. 

The Executive Board was located at Water Valley, and 
the following local members elected: Z. D. Jennings, W. 
8. Chapman, J. P. Boydston, R. H. Mitchell, E. W. Barton. 

Order of business was suspended to hear Finance Re- 
port, which was adopted. 

Your Committee on Finance beg leave to make the fol 
lowing report : 


Received for State Missions... ccsces cosces ossesscsves sosoveced secede cocnes secees 
Received for Foreign Missions 
Received for Ministerial Education... 









eRe <r cee 



























Received for Mimutes......... ccccesses cescesseesececeeeees Jaanepsh aston déaksnbsoape 





Receive for Clerk Fees 





Rte 5 ess icpecsccce cddian goede cdesed nbetnn Secsev ccoene secase Goosnned ppenessecdue 














Paid to E. G. Leigh, Treasurer, the full amount...............++. $174 90 

Respe tfully submitted, A. T. BOBO, 

W. L. HUDSON, 
B. F. TATOM. 

On motion the Association released Brethren Anderson 
and Gillon from the four remaining days of their contract, 
and the Treasurer was authorized to pay them their sal- 
aries in full. 

Report on Publications was read by Rev. G. W. Hol- 
lowell, 

/ PUBLICATIONS. 

Your committee to whom was referred the Report on Publications submit 
the following We have numerous religious periodicals worthy of ovr 
patronage, but will especially mention, first, ‘* Kind Words,” as suitable for 
sg in all our Sabbath-schools, for the reason that it pays largely to missions 
in the bowhds of the Southern Baptist Convention, and by supporting our 


own Sunday-school paper we help our own mission cause. We also com- 
mend the Sunday-school literature and denominational tracts and books of 
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a ne rt i ale 


— 


-Soever upholds intemperance in the slightest 
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the American Baptist Publication Society. Second, 
Journal” ought to be in every family; ignorance of missions is the 

cuse for omissions OF anti-missions. Third, We commend our State paper 
the ** Baptist Record,” as worthy of the earnest Support of our people, W, 
also recommend the «: Baptist and Reflector” asa religious news and doctrinal 
Paper, and the reason why both are recommended is because neither fi)! 
the need of our people. G.W HOLLOWELL, for Com 


r, Higginbotham, E. W. 


Our « Foreign Mission 


Discussed by Brethren Gardne 
Spencer. 

Bro. Spencer says: “The ¢ 
importance than the culture of the mind. 
pastor the same privilege you do your te 
such literature as he may suggest.” 

Further discussed by H. L. Finley, 

Report adopted. 

On motion the Executive Board is re 
ploy Rev. W. I, Hargis for half his time as Missionary. 

Report on Temperance read by Rev. J. A. Lee. 

TEMPERANCE, 


mmittee beg leave to submit the foll wing 


ulture of the soul is of more 
Accord to your 
acher, and buy 


ommended to em- 


DEAR Breruren Your co 
their report on this question 

Intemperance is ‘broad in the land, and is one of the greatest enemies 
with which the « ause of Christ has to contend 

Strong drink is great stone over which nations, Mates, Countries, citic 
towns, and individuals, both ( hristian and sinner, are stumbling, and ov: 


which they will continue to stumble until God's people furl the banner on 
which shall be written, ** Zite/ 44 


We are warranted in saying 


AS 


Slee. ne 

it is only & question of time as to the existence 
of the general whisky trafic and Open saloon. Why do we Say this? It 
because God's people are bex oming aroused to their duty on this line. E 


specially is this true of the ministers; and in the language of Mr. ( laiborne 
our Own State's historian, we may t 
ministry has ever failed.” 

More than this: the @odly women of this country are upon their knees i; 
behalf of this cause; and **Shall not God avenge his own elect which cry 
day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them ? I tell you th 
he will avenge them speedily.” —Luke 18. 7-8. 

Why are our ministers and laymen becoming 80 aroused on this question 
Because intemperance is a heinous sin and sustained only by the devil, a: 
that the condemnation of a just God rests upon it, and he has classed 
drunkard with thieves, revelers, extortioners, and Says they shall not ent: 
the kingdom of God.— Cor. 6, 10 

Again God Says: ‘* Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, tha: 
putteth thy battle to him, and maketh him drunken,” 


ruly say, «No cause espoused by the 


» an 

God's woe jis Pronounced upon him. 

It has been ascertained that intemperance causes four-fifths of all 

crimes committed in this country, imposes fully one-half of all State, county 

and municipal taxes, $800, 000,000 a year in drink, destroys a hom« 
rket for this much American products, Incapacitates mentally and physic- 
y 4 balf million people for labor and business, causes three-fourths of ¢! 
uperism in the country, is responsible for the fearful increase of insanity 


and imbecility shown by the statistics of this country and Europe, and doe: 
no good abroad. 
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the case, is it any wonder that God's people are becoming 
eirduty? No. And God speed the day when every one that 














se 





stan his representative may be a totalist and will preach by precept and 
, exan temperance is of God and must reign supreme. 







J. A. LEE, 
C. CROSBY. 


Discussed by J. A. Lee, E. L. Wesson, H. W. Rockett. 
Report on Ministerial Education read by E. L. Wesson. 


Yours in Christian love, 








Se 














EDUCATION. 





REPORT ON MINISTERIAL 









We, your committee, report the following on ministerial education: Edu- 
cat mea levelopment; therefore, ministerial education must mean 
minister evelopment. And surely no one can object to the growth or 

f the men God calls into the ministry. Ministerial education 





pment of the minister's ability to reason, acquire knowlege, and 
also a development of his spiritual being, a 





—————————— 


a 








ive to others; 





















r e, by which he is enabled to better understand and appreciate 7 
G ealings with men, and thus to comfort and instruct those to whom H 
he is called'to minister. And-an education that does not develop both the | 
mental spiritual man is unworthy the name ministerial education. | 
Theref necessity of those God calls into the ministry attending schools ; 
wher n of well developed minds and consecrated hearts shall be their | 
teach Such is Mississippi College, as a literary school, and if possible 
every one of our young ministers should go there. Such is the Baptist f } 
Theological Seminary at Louisville, and every young minister who possibly ' 
can should go there, for the greater the development of mind and heart, the j 
better the pr er E. L. WESSON. iy 
J. W. GILLON. i 
a 






Discussed by Brethren Wesson and Spencer. Adopted. 
Order of business suspended to decide the place of next 






meeting. Decision in favor of Batesville. 

‘Rev. G. W. Gardner appointed to preach the Introduc- 
tory Sermon; Rev. E. L. Wesson, alternate. 

of on Devotional Exercises reported that Rev. 

 & Hargis will preach here to-night, and Rev. G. W. 

Gardner to-morrow at 11 am. 

On motion adjourned until 9 a.m. Saturday. Dismissed 
by Rev. J. A. Lee. E. W. BwaARTON, Moderator. 


8. kk. Warrren, Clerk. 















SATURDAY—MORNING SESSION. 


What a friend we have in Jesus.” Prayer by - 
Rev. G. W. Hollowell. Song, “Savior, more than life to 
me.” Prayer by Rev. J. A. Lee. 

Minates of Friday read and approved, 

lhe order of business being taken up, G. W. Gardner 
read report on Foreign Missions. 
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The work calls for greater zeal in our 
Brethren, let us take the Baptists 
H. W. ROCKETT. 


sippi Valley is yet uncultivated, ° 
hearts and greater sacrifice in our lives, 


and the Lord. 

Order of business suspended to appoint a committee to 
get up a digest of the letters of the churches to the Aseo- 
ciation, the report to be read during this session. Rev. E. 
L. Wesson and Miss Laeta Durham were appointed on 
this committee. 

Order of business resumed. 

Report on State Missions discussed first by H. W. Rock- 
ett, who says, “If we do not work here we shall not be 
happy when we leave this world.” 

Bro. Gillon says: “ We should give to missions as God 
has given grace to us.” 

Further discussed by J. A. Lee, who says, “ We’ll do 
our duty as to missions if we live close to God.” 

H. L. Johnston closed the discussion. 

Report adopted. 

Bro. J. B. Gambrell is welcomed to a seat with the As- 
sociation, and requested to represent any work he may 
desire. He very earnestly presses the claims of the Bap- 
tist Record ; also Mississippi College, ete. He says: “Some 
people think God fills the pfeacher’s mouths, and it is not 
necessary for them to be educated. The fact is, their 
mouths are filled when opened, but they are filled with 
wind. The leaders of the next strongest denomination in 
the State, the Methodists, say we are ahead in point of 
education.” 

After speaking on the College Endowment a collection 
was taken in pledges as follows: Brethren Hargis and 

Whitten, $25.00; Batesville Sunbeams, $25.00; Big Springs 
Church, $25.00; Clear Creek Missionary Company, $25.00 ; 
J. A. Lee, $50.00; Good Hope Sunbeams, $5.00; Miss 
Agnes Durham, $5.00; H. W. Rockett, $10.00; G. W. 
Hollowell, $5.00; E. W. Barton, $5.00; L. C. Pollard, 
$5.00; Sister Harrison, $2.50; W. J. Gowan, $2.50; J. B. 
Harriss, $2.50; E. M. Thornton, $5.00; Sister Vanderberg, 
$2.50. 

Report on Prayer, Meetings and Family Worship read 
by Rev. H. L. Johnston, and adopted. 
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REPORT ON PRAYER MEETINGS AND FAMILY WORSHIP. 


Your Committee on Prayer Meetings and Family Worship report that 
about one-half the churches in our Association have prayer meetings. These 
meetings are not generally well attended by members. It is to be deplored 
that all of our churches do not have well organized prayer meetings, for that 
is certainly the plan of the Apostles and first Christians. See Acts 1, 15, 
and Acts 3, 1. 

In churches where prayer meetings are kept up the members are better de- 
veloped in church work. We need revival in this work, so that in our 
churches where no prayer meetings are, one will be organized, and the re 
vival needs to come to us individually so that all the members will attend. 
A good work could be done by almost all of our churches in holding wayside 
prayer meetings in school-houses and in the homes of the sick. In this way 
our field could be largely cultivated that is now being neglected. Your 
committee would say that family worship is scriptural and right: Abraham 
built an altar for worship wherever he pitched his tent. The Jews were told 
to teach their children the dealings of the Lord with them Job offered 
sacrifice for his children. We are taught to bring up our children in the 
nurtere and admonition of the Lord. This bringing up may be done and 
can only be rightly done by family worship Family worship is so much 
neglected that we fear to report on the subject, and because of the neglect 
of sugh worship we are seeing the fruits every day. 

H. L. JOHNSTON. 


Digest of Letters read by Rev. E. L. Wesson, and adopted. 


DIGEST OF LETTERS. 
Spring Port—-In good condition. Had a meeting of days. Church revived 


Additions, 7; dismissed, 5. Total increase, 2. 

Bethany—Met all financial pledges. Had the ‘Chair Talks” delivered 
by Dy. Groves, which church greatly enjoyed. Increase, 1; decrease, 3 

Yocona— Working together in harmony. Have an evergreen Sunday 
schogl. Total contributions, $235.05. 

Antioch—Financial pledges met. Have had no meeting this Associational 
year. Decrease, 2. 

Yellow Leaf—Had seven days meeting. Result, 17 additions, 

Courtland—Had meeting of days, held by Bro. B. N. Hatch, which greatly 
revived the church. Increase, 10. Total contributed by Church and Ladies’ 
Society, $328.70. 

Mt, Gilead—Had a meeting of days. Church greatly revived. Increase, 
3; decrease, 1. Contributions, $131.50. 

Big Springs—Increase, 3; decrease, 7. Pledges met. Had a meeting of 
one week. Church greatly revived and much good done. 

Liberty Hill—Increase, 3; decrease, 6. Contributions to mission, $16. 50. 

Water Valley—Preaching and Sunday-school every Sabbath. Ladies 
meeting once aweek. Weekly prayer meeting. Increase, 15; decrease, 9 
Met all financial pledges. 

Pilgrim’s Rest—Had a meeting of days. Church revived. Sinners con- 
wend, and some converted. Have a small Sunday-school. Paid for mis- 
sions, $17.00. Increase, 8; Decrease, 4 

Clear Creek—Had a meeting of days. Greatly blessed of the Lord. In- 
creas, 22; decrease, 1. 

Good Hope-—Had two meetings of days. Additions, 8 Church revived. 
All the baptized were secuansal ae Sunday-school. Contributions, $152.35. 

Concord—Had a meeting of days. Additions, 7; decrease, 4. Contribu- 
tions to mission, $20.00. Ris a Sunday-school. 

Pope—Had a meeting of days, held by Pastor and Bro. D. N. Hatch. 
Church much revived. Increase, 11; decrease, 5. Sunday-school evergreen. 
Contributions, $224.65. 
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Mt. Pisgah—Paid for missions, $10. Church organized October, 1888. 


Has a Sunday-school. 

Oxford —Had a meeting of days, Church greatly blessed. 
decrease, 12. Paid forall purposes by the Church, $2,239.50. 
Society, which has raised $41.25. 

Batesville—Ladies’ Aid Society in good working condition, and evergreen 
Met all financial engagements. Increase, §; decrease, 2. 
E. L. WESSON. 
LAETA DURHAM. 


Increase, 34: 
Have Ladies’ 


Sunday-school. 


Report on Woman’s Work read by W. I. Hargis, and 


adopted. 
MINUTES OF WOMAN'S MEETING. 


The ladies representing the Aid Societies of the Oxford Association met on 
Friday afternoon during the Association. 

In the absence of our Vice-President, Mrs. Rosa Leigh, devotional exer- 
cises were conducted by Rev. W. I. Hargis. We had reports from the 
Woman's Missionary Societies of Harrison and Courtland, and the Sunbeams 
of Harrison and Good Hope. These reports showed very clearly that the 
societies had not been idle, and it should encourage all the women of the 
churches to organize and work for the cause of missions. We would ask 
that the Societies report more promptly, and that all the Ladies’ Aid Socie- 
ties dnd Sunbeams donate the money made during the first quarter of 1891 
to Bros. Anderson and Gillon. 


The amounts reported were : 






Courtland Sunbeams and Ladies’ Aid Society, for all purposes......... $81 00 
Good Hope Sunbeams,................. ecseeeeee oes 12 00 
Good Hope Ladies’ Aid Society 30 00 
Harrison Ladies’ Aid Society 24 00 
Harrison Sunbeams 20 00 


The above is only a partial report of the work done by the Societies of the 
Association. This work has done much in developing spirituality among 
the workers. There is no means of Christian growth but prayer and work. 
Therefore we urge the sisters to rise and take hold of the work. ‘* Whatso- 
ever thy hand findgth to do, do it with thy might.” Cease not to ask divine 
guidance, and follow always the leading’s of Providence. 

Rev, W. L. Harcis, Pres. pro tem. 

Miss EMMA Wooprurr, Secretary. 


Treasurer’s Report read and adopted, 


'REASURER’S REPORT, OXFORD ASSOCIATION, 


Received of Finance Committee for State Missions ... 
For Foreign Missions 
For Printing Minutes ckegae 
For H 


tal 


) 
Paid J. T. Christian for State Missions 
For Foreign Missions......................... 


Clerk for ; rinting Minutes 
To H. L, Finley 


Respectfully, 
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Standing Committees announced as follows : 


Foreign Missions—W. I. Hargis, 8. R. Whitten. 

State Missions—G. W. Gardner, B. T. Kimbrough, Thos. 
I. Winter. 

unday-schools—George Leavell, H. L. Johnston, J. W. 

Higginbotham. 

General Education—J. W. Gillon, C. L. Anderson, 8. R. 
Lamb, 

Publications—H. W. Rockett, J. A. Lee, W. W. Dickens. 

Temperance—E. L. Wesson, G. W. Hollowell, W. 8. 
Chapman. 

Prayer Meeting and Family Worship—W. L. Hudson 
P. H. Lowrey, J. F. Jackson. 

Woman’s Work—Miss Laeta Durham, Mr. W. I. Hargis. 

Qn motion Rev. H. L. Johnston is to represent our As- 
sociation in the State Convention. 


The following were appointed as Corresponding Mes- 
sengers: W.I. Hargis, G. W. Gardner, J. W. Higgin- 
botham, E. L. Wesson. J. A. Lee, E. W. Barton, G. W. 
Hollowell, Misses Lena Dickens and Laeta Durham. 


Corresponding Messengers to Cold Water Association— 
W.L Hargis, J. A. Lee. 

Chickasaw—RE. L. Wesson, G. W. Gardner. 

Tippah—E. L. Wesson, 8. R. Whitten. 

Calhoun—W. L. Hudson, H. L. Johnston, E. W. Barton. 

Yallobusha—W. I. Hargis. 


The following resolution was offered by W. I. Hargis, 
and on motion adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are hereby 
tendered to the people of this community for their gener- 
ous hospitality during its present session. 

While singing, “How blest the tie that binds,” the 
parting hand was extended, and the Association closed 
one of its most pleasant and harmonious sessions. 


Dismissed by an earnest prayer by that grand old veteran, 


Rev. J. B. Gambrell. E. W. BARTON, Moderator. 
8S, R. Wurrren, Clerk. 
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Pitcrim’s Rest, Miss., Sept. 2, 1890. 

The Executive Board of the Oxford Association met in connection with 
the Association and organized by the election of the following officers: Rev. 
H. W. Rockett, President; Rev. G. W. Gardner, Treasurer; S. K. Whitten, 
Secretary. 

The Board unanimously elected W. I. Hargis to act as Missionary and 
Colporteur in this Association for half his time. 

A motion carried to instruct the Clerk to correspond with the Secretary of 
the Convention Board, and get him to ratify our appointment as missionary ; 
also to allow us to retain a sufficient amount of our funds to defray the ex- 
penses of said missionary. 

On motion the Clerk was instructed to ascertain from the Board of Minis- 
terial Education the exact amount necessary to sustain Brethren Gillon and 
Anderson in Mississippi College the ensuing session. 

The Clerk was also instructed”to request the churches to pay all money for 
all purposes to the Treasurer of this Board, and also instructed to request 
the churches to pay over this money by January Ist. 

On motion each member of the Board is to communicate to the Missionary 
directly the needs of his individual territory. 

H. W. ROCKETT, President, 

S. R. WHITTEN, Secretary. 


The above report is published that the churches may 
know that it is earnestly desired that all funds be paid to 
the Treasurer of this Board, and as far as possible that 
they be paid by January Ist. CLERK. 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 





Articte 1. The Association shall be opened and closed 
by prayer. 

Art. 2. The Moderator shall ‘be considered judge of 
order, and shall have discretionary right to call to order at 
any time. 

Art. 3. Any member not satisfied with his decision 
may appeal to the Association the same day, but at no 
other time. 

Art. 4. The Moderator shall have the same privilege 
of speech as any other member of the body, provided he 
call some brother to the chair; but shall not be permitted 
to vote except in case’ of tie. 

Art. 5. Every motion made in order and seconded, 
after sufficient time for discussion, shall! be, by the Moder- 
ator, put to the vote of the Association, a majority of 
whom shall govern, and the decision shall be publicly an- 
nounced by the Moderator. 

Art. 6. But one member shall speak at a time, who 
shall rise to his feet and address the Moderator; and the 
Moderator when addressed by a member for permission to 
speak, shall signify the same by naming the person, or 

™, otherwise. 
je 60 ART. 7. Every member in addressing the body must 
7 confine his remarks to the subject under discussion, and 
no member shal! be interrupted while speaking, unless he 
depart from the subject, or use words of personal reflection. 

Art. 8. The appellation, “ Brother,” shall be used in 
our addresses. 

Art. 9. No member shall be allowed to speak more 
than twice on the same subject without leave from the As- 
sociation, nor more than once until all have had an oppor- 
tunity of speaking. 
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Art. 10. No member shall be at liberty to absent him- 
self during the hours of business without leave from the 
Moderator. 

Art. 11. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a 
correct record of the proceedings of the Association and 
submit the samg for the eprrection of the Association at 
the close of each session, and to preserve a file of all pro- 
ceedings of the body. 

Arr. 12. It shall be the\duty of the Treasurer to receive 
all moneys presented for Associational purposes and pay 
them over by the order of the body. 

Art. 13. In case of a motion to suspend any rule of 
Association, a vote of two-thirds shall be necessary. 

Art. 14. The roll of delegates shall be called at. the 
close of each session, and absentees without permission 
shall be designated upon) the minutes as such, without 
leave from the Moderator. | 
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CONSTITUTION. 





Articte 1. The Association shall be called the Oxford 
Baptist Association, which shal! meet annually. The ob- 
ject of this union shall be to cultivate fraternal intercourse 
and love between the churches composing this body, and 
to unite their efforts in the great work of advancing the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. In the prosecution of these objects, 
the dissemination of the Gospel by missionary operations, 
both at home and abroad, shall receive their encourage- 
ment, fostering care and support. It shall be the aims of 
this Association to promote the cause of Sabbath-schools, 
also the interest of general education, and more especially 
the education of the ministry. All Christian and charita- 
ble enterprises shall receive their encouragement, among 
which the support of superannuated and wornout ministers 
will receive especial attention. 

Art. 2. Each church belonging to this Association 
shall be entitled to three representatives until the number 
of members reaches twenty-five, and one delegate for every 
twenty-five; provided in no case shall any church have 
more than eight delegates. 

Art. 3. The delegates present representing churches 
shall, during the session, present their. letters of cor- 
respondence, which must state their appointment, together 
with the number of members in fellowship; the number 
baptized; received by letter; restored ; dismissed by let- 
ter; excluded and died during the year. 

Art. 4. Any church of this Association failing to rep- 
resent herself at one meeting, will be expected to state 
the reason thereof at the next meeting; and any charch 
thus failing at two successive meetings, the Association 
may consider her dropped from her number, or may ap- 
point a committee to inquire into the cause of such 
failure. 
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Art. 5. Other churches approving our Articles of Faith 
and desiring to act and live in fellowship with us, may be 
admitted into this body by pignifying their approval and 
desire by delegates and letters. 

Art. 6. This Association shall have a Moderator, Treas- 
urer and Clerk, who shall! be chosen by ballot at each 
annual meeting as soon as the letters from the churches 
are read and the names of ‘ delegates enrolled. -A ma- 
jority of the votes cast being necessary to an election, 

Art.7. Membership in this Assocjation shall be essen- 
tial to eligibility to any office within the body. 

Art. 8. The same individual shall not be chosen Moder- 
ator more than three years jn succession. 

Art. 9. This Association shall have no power to adopt 
rules, or institute proceedings that shall infringe upon the 
independence or rights of churches; but it may, when re- 
quested by a church in its| letter or correspondence, and 
not otherwise, give advice to such body, and it may sep- 
arate from such churches as|are known to walk disorderly. 

Art. 10. This Association may correspond by letter 
and messenger with other| representative bodies of the 
Baptist denomination. 

Art. 11. This Association shall at its annual meetings 
appoint an Executive Board, composed of as many mem- 
bers as there shall be churches represented, with five ad- 
ditional members living in the same vicinity, any five of 
whom shall constitute a quoram. Each church shall have 
the privilege of nominating its own member of the Board. 
Said Board shall elect its own officers and shall have power 
to transact the business of the Association when the Asso- 
ciation is not in session, and| for this purpose shall meet as 
often as its chairman shall \deem necessary. An annual 
report of the proceedings of| the Board shall be made to 
the Association. 

Art. 12. The Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a majority of two-thirds of the 
members present, provided the proposition to change be 
made at « previous meeting. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 


| 
Name of Character 
Sunday-school ee 
Batesville ........ Evergreen .... 
Bethany ........ Evergreen .... 


Big Springs..... 
Clear Creek... ..| Evergreen 
Good Hope......| Evergreen 


Evergreen ..... 


Mt. Pisgah...... Evergreen ..... 
Oxford ...........| Evergreen ..... 
ee Evergreen .... 
Water Valley...| Evergreen .... 
Yocona.. ......... Evergreen ..... 
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Churches 


Antioch. ....., 
Batesville.. 
Bethany 

Big Springs... 
Clear Creek. 
Concord 
Courtland.... 
Good Hope...... 
Mt. Gilead .. 
Liberty Hill.../. 
Mt. Pisgah 
Oxford .. 
Pope Sol ik cea 
| Pilgrim's Rest 
Spring Port 
Water Valley 
Yellow Leaf 
Yocona. 


* When last 


Pastors 


] A Lee......... 
E W Spencer. 
H W Rockett. 
Hl L Johnston 
W I Hargis 


M M Randolph..... 
S Van Voris......... 
D W Patterson...... 
D G Thomas... .... 
SR Whitten. 
| J Gibson .....|) ] W Higginbotham 
JA Lee *S P Causler..... ... 
E W Spencer. J D Woodruff. ..... 
H W Rockett.) A F Alexander...../ 
H L Johnston|*J T White 
| C Brandon.... W T Willshire...... 
G W Gardner... Geo W Leavell.....| 
} A Lee M H Puagb........... 
G W Hollowell) W M Vanderberg.. 
W I Hargis....| E F Wallace....... 
E L Wesson...| J Bartlett . 
Thos Winter........ 


C W Smith... 
J R Farrish ...| J L Sisk, .....00...00. 


reported. 


Postoffice 


Courtland 
Batesville . .. 
Batesville 
Water Valley. 
Morganville.... 
Taylor 
Courtland 
Batesville 
Water Valley. 
Eureka Sp'ngs 


Oxford 
Reynolds... 
Water Valley.. 


Oxford 
Taylor,,......... 
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STATISTICAL 


Days of Meeting 


4th Sunday 
2d Sunday 


| Rec’dby Letter 


Baptized 


2d and 4th San..|.. 


ist Sun and Sat,, 
Ist and 3d Sun... 


4th Sun and Sat 
4th Sun 


4th Sun and Sat. 
3d Sun and Sat.. 


3d Sun 


2d Sun 


go 6s! 


| Restored 


1042/17/15 1e0Q'$3434 


| Dismissed 
| Excluded 


TABLE. 


Died 
Total 7 
Membership 
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